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Duration: 12 Y2 minutes

Instrumentation:

Piccolo (doubles Flute 3) HorninF 1, 2, 3%, & 4* Timpani
Flute 1 & 2* .

ute . s+Trumpet in B> 1, 2, & 3* Percussion: (2 players total)
Oboe 1 & 2 i 1: Field Drum with Snares, Glock, Bass Drum
English Horn in F* (Trumpet 1 doubles Flugelhorn) 2: Bass Drum, Xylophone, Vibraphone
Clarinet 1 & 2 in B» Trombone 1* & 2* _ _ _

arie m Narration: Compact Disc (or Live Narrator)**
Bass Clarinet in By* Bass Trombone*
Bassoon 1 & 2% Tuba* Bass or Bass-Baritone Voice***
Contrabassoon* Strings

Notes:

*It is the composer's intention that all listed instruments be employed, but this work can be performed without either English Horn or
Contrabassoon, or even the other instruments marked with * if indicated cues for those instruments are played.

Bowings in the score and string parts are suggestions only. They are from the first performances of the work by The Louisville Orchestra.

**This work was conceived with the intention of using the included recording of Robert Kennedy's voice as indicated. It is possible but less
preferable to perform the work with a live narrator, in either of two ways:

A) Begin the work as written, play the first section of the audio (the beginning through the crowd scream and fade out), then the live narrator
should start in measure 21 with "Martin Luther King dedicated his life" and continue, as printed, to the end.

B) Omit the recording entirely. The work should begin normally, then during the fermata measure 16 (not held the full 8 seconds), the live
narrator should enter at measure 17, starting with "Ladies and Gentlemen, I have some very sad news."

The audio track is supplied as a Compact Disc. It can be played on any CD player that can jump to the next track. Each
odd-numbered track on the CD is a four-minute silence, while the speech segments are on the even numbered tracks. At
the beginning of the work, the person playing the CD (a percussionist is good!) should start track 1 (silence), then skip to
track 2 at measure 15 as written. It is not necessary to do anything at the conclusion of track 2, or at the conclusion of
any of the even-numbered speech tracks, as the CD should proceed to the next odd-numbered (silent) track. Then, skip
to track 4 in the middle of meas. 21, etc. (The final track 15 is a 45-minute silence, just in case the CD is left on and set to
loop.) It is important that there be no delay at the start of each segment, so practice with each specific CD player will be
needed for timing.

The original recording has been edited slightly at the beginning for comprehension and during the speech for timing and crowd noise, and in
a few places to smooth out Senator Kennedy's speech while he was improvising. Copies of the original recording are available at many sites
on the internet.

***The bass voice sings only two phrases near the end of the work, starting at measure 171. If practical, the singer should not take a solo
bow before the work, but should be seated in a fairly inconspicuous fashion in the orchestra (center-front, or behind violas, etc.), and should
preferably remain seated while singing. Or, the singer can read the prologue in front of the orchestra and then sit behind the conductor. (The
part could even be sung by a member of the orchestra if a suitable singer is present.) The prologue could alternately be read by the
conductor, or by the live narrator.

*¥*¥*The trumpets are called upon to miss a note in "Taps" in the manner of the famous "Broken Taps" from the funeral of President John F.
Kennedy. A recording and more information may be found at www.tapsbugler.com/BrokenNote.html. See the program notes at the end of the score
for more explanation of this section of the work.

Many thanks to Stephen Plotkin and Maryrose Grossman of the John F. Kennedy Library for their help in
obtaining the best available recording of the speech, and to James Horton, graduate of the Music Engineering and
Technology Department at Ball State University for his help in cleaning and editing the recording for performance.
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The composer asks that this be read to the audience before the performance:

Late on the afternoon of April 4, 1968, in the third week of his campaign for
president, Senator Robert Kennedy landed in Indianapolis, Indiana. There he was
stunned with the news that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. had been shot and killed in
Memphis.

An outdoor rally was scheduled for the inner city. Indianapolis police predicted
violence and advised the Senator to cancel his speech, but Kennedy went on to honor
his commitment.

His standard campaign speech would be of no use as he rode toward the site and
walked across the cold basketball court to speak from a flatbed truck, he thought
about what to say to a cheering crowd of a thousand mostly African Americans who,
apparently, did not know of that day's tragedy.

In that night, and in the days following, riots broke out in 76 cities; 46 people died,
thousands were injured, and thousands of armed troops would be called out to
restore order. Indianapolis, where the Senator had spoken, was the only major city
where no rioting occurred.

Two months to the day, on June 4, Robert Kennedy won the California primary.
Shortly after midnight, following his victory speech, he, too, was fatally shot.

Martin Luther King and Robert Kennedy will be forever linked by assassins' bullets,
and by this speech.



Make Gentle the Life of This World

Using Robert Kennedy's speech in Indianapolis, Indiana, on the
night of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., April 4, 1968

Raymond Horton, 2006
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